
 

 
 

 

Lectio Divina for the Tenth Week in Ordinary Time 
 

 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

O God, from whom all good things come, 

grant that we, who call on you in our need, 

may at your prompting discern what is right, 

and by your guidance do it. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

(Collect, Tenth Week in Ordinary Time) 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

Mark 3:20-35 

 

Jesus came home with his disciples. Again the 

crowd gathered, making it impossible for them even 

to eat. When his relatives heard of this they set out 

to seize him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” 

The scribes who had come from Jerusalem said, 

“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “By the prince 

of demons he drives out demons.” 

 

Summoning them, he began to speak to them in 

parables, “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a 

kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom 

cannot stand. And if a house is divided against 

itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if 

Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 

cannot stand; that is the end of him. But no one can 

enter a strong man’s house to plunder his property 

unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can 

plunder the house. 

Amen, I say to you, all sins and all blasphemies that 

people utter will be forgiven them. But whoever 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never have 

forgiveness, but is guilty of an everlasting sin.” For 

they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

 

His mother and his brothers arrived. Standing 

outside they sent word to him and called him. A 

crowd seated around him told him, “Your mother 

and your brothers and your sisters are outside 

asking for you.” But he said to them in reply, “Who 

are my mother and my brothers?” And looking 

around at those seated in the circle he said, “Here 

are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does 

the will of God is my brother and sister and 

mother.” 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 



 
 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

 

 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 

Again the crowd gathered, making it impossible for 

them even to eat. What obstacles prevent me from 

drawing close to Jesus? How can I help others draw 

closer to Jesus? 

 

And if a house is divided against itself, that house 

will not be able to stand. How can I be a 

peacemaker in my family, my parish, and my 

community? How can I repair the broken 

relationships in my life? 

 

For whoever does the will of God is my brother and 

sister and mother. How can I find a community that 

will help me grow in faith? How can the Church 

respond to the voice of the Holy Spirit in following 

the synodal way? 

 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer: 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 

LORD, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

to my voice in supplication. 

 

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, 

LORD, who can stand? 

But with you is forgiveness, 

that you may be revered. 

 

I trust in the LORD; 

my soul trusts in his word. 

More than sentinels wait for the dawn, 

let Israel wait for the Lord. 

 

For with the LORD is kindness 

and with him is plenteous redemption 

and he will redeem Israel 

from all their iniquities. 

 

(From Psalm 130) 

 

 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 

 

Research the ministries offered in your diocese to 

assist troubled families and discern how God might 

be calling you to participate. 
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