
 

 
 

 

Lectio Divina for the Nineteenth Week  

in Ordinary Time 
 

 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty ever-living God, 

whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 

we dare to call our Father, 

bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 

the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, 

that we may merit to enter into the inheritance 

which you have promised. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Collect, Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

 
Luke 12:32-48 or 12:35-40 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not be afraid any longer, 

little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the 

kingdom. Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide 

money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an 

inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach 

nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is, there also 

will your heart be. 

 

“Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like 

servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, 

ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. 

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds 

vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he will gird 

himself, have them recline at table, and proceed to wait 

on them. And should he come in the second or third 

watch and find them prepared in this way, blessed are 

those servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the house 

had known the hour when the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. You also 

must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the 

Son of Man will come.” 

 

Then Peter said, “Lord, is this parable meant for us or 

for everyone?” And the Lord replied, “Who, then, is the 

faithful and prudent steward whom the master will put in 

charge of his servants to distribute the food allowance at 

the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master 

on arrival finds doing so. Truly, I say to you, the master 

will put the servant in charge of all his property. But if 

that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in 

coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants and the 

maidservants, to eat and drink and get drunk, then that 

servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and at 

an unknown hour and will punish the servant severely 



 
 
and assign him a place with the unfaithful. That servant 

who knew his master’s will but did not make 

preparations nor act in accord with his will shall be 

beaten severely; and the servant who was ignorant of his 

master’s will but acted in a way deserving of a severe 

beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be 

required of the person entrusted with much, and still 

more will be demanded of the person entrusted with 

more.” 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 
For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. 

What do I treasure most in life? How do I give evidence 

to that value? 

Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like 

servants who await their master’s return. How am I 

preparing for Jesus’ return? What steps can I take 

this week to live a more faith-filled life? 

 

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds 

vigilant on his arrival. How do I seek out 

opportunities to serve? How can I be more diligent 

in prayer? 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

Closing Prayer: 
 
Exult, you just, in the LORD; 

 praise from the upright is fitting. 

Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD, 

 the people he has chosen for his own 

inheritance. 

 

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him, 

 upon those who hope for his kindness, 

To deliver them from death 

 and preserve them in spite of famine. 

 

Our soul waits for the LORD, 

 who is our help and our shield. 

May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us 

 who have put our hope in you. 

 

From Psalm 33 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 

 

When praying and attending Mass this week, give 

added effort to being attentive and offering full, 

conscious, and active participation. 
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