Lectio Divina for the Fifteenth Week
in Ordinary Time
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
O God, who show the light of your truth
to those who go astray,
so that they may return to the right path,
give all who for the faith they profess
are accounted Christians
the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the name
of Christ
and to strive after all that does it honor.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Collect, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Luke 10:25-37
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test him
and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law?

How do you read it?” He said in reply, You shall love the
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being,
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your
neighbor as yourself.” He replied to him, “You have
answered correctly; do this and you will live.”
But because he wished to justify himself, he said to
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A
man fell victim to robbers as he went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and
went off leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to be
going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed
by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite came to the
place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the
opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon
him was moved with compassion at the sight. He
approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his
wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on
his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him.
The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them
to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him.
If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall
repay you on my way back.’ Which of these three, in
your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” He
answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus
said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
• What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
• What in this passage comforted you?
• What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test
him. When have I tried to test God? How can I learn
to rely more on God’s loving providence?
A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho. When have I been hurt or
victimized by others? Who has come to my aid?
He passed by on the opposite side. When have I
failed to help those in need? How can I be more
attentive to others?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
I pray to you, O LORD,
for the time of your favor, O God!
In your great kindness answer me
with your constant help.

Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness:
in your great mercy turn toward me.
I am afflicted and in pain;
let your saving help, O God, protect me.
I will praise the name of God in song,
and I will glorify him with thanksgiving.
“See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
For the LORD hears the poor,
and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.”
For God will save Zion
and rebuild the cities of Judah.
The descendants of his servants shall inherit it,
and those who love his name shall inhabit it.

From Psalm 69

Living the Word This Week
How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?

Read the reflection on the Parable of the Good
Samaritan in Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli tutti
(paragraphs 56-86):
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/d
ocuments/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclicafratelli-tutti.html
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