Lectio Divina for the Twenty-fifth Week
in Ordinary Time
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
O God, who founded all the commands of your
sacred Law
upon love of you and of our neighbor,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

They came to Capernaum and, once inside the
house, he began to ask them, “What were you
arguing about on the way?” But they remained
silent. They had been discussing among themselves
on the way who was the greatest. Then he sat down,
called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the
servant of all.” Taking a child, he placed it in the
their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said
to them, “Whoever receives one child such as this in
my name, receives me; and whoever receives me,
receives not me but the One who sent me.”

(Collect, Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)

Meditation (Meditatio)

Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Mark 9:30-37

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
• What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
• What in this passage comforted you?
• What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a
journey through Galilee, but he did not wish anyone
to know about it. He was teaching his disciples and
telling them, “The Son of Man is to be handed over
to men and they will kill him, and three days after
his death the Son of Man will rise.” But they did not
understand the saying, and they were afraid to
question him.

Prayer (Oratio)

Living the Word This Week

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

Learn more about providing safe environments for
children and young people
(http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-andyouth-protection/safe-environment.cfm) and pray
the Rosary for Healing and Protection:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-andyouth-protection/upload/Rosary-for-HealingPrintable.pdf.

But they did not understand the saying, and they
were afraid to question him. What questions am I
afraid to ask? To whom can I entrust my faith
questions?
If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of
all and the servant of all. How have I been selfish
this week? How can I serve my brothers and sisters?
Whoever receives me, receives not me but the One
who sent me. Whom have I failed to welcome? How
can I open my heart and life to those who need me?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
O God, by your name save me,
and by your might defend my cause.
O God, hear my prayer;
hearken to the words of my mouth.
For the haughty men have risen up against me,
the ruthless seek my life;
they set not God before their eyes.
Behold, God is my helper;
the Lord sustains my life.
Freely will I offer you sacrifice;
I will praise your name, O LORD,
for its goodness.
(From Psalm 54)
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