
 

 
 

Lectio Divina for the Thirty-second Week in 

Ordinary Time 
 

 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty and merciful God, 

graciously keep from us all adversity, 

so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, 

we may pursue in freedom of heart 

the things that are yours. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 
 

(Collect, Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

Matthew 25:1-13 

 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom 

of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of 

them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish 

ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with 

them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their 

lamps. Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they 

all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, 

there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out 

to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up and  

 

 

trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the 

wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 

going out.’ But the wise ones replied, 'No, for there 

may not be enough for us and you. Go instead to the 

merchants and buy some for yourselves.’ While 

they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and 

those who were ready went into the wedding feast 

with him. Then the door was locked. Afterwards the 

other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the 

door for us!’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to 

you, I do not know you.’ Therefore, stay awake, for 

you know neither the day nor the hour." 

 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 



 
 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 

Five of them were foolish and five were wise. How 

have I been foolish this week? How have I been 

wise?  

 

Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all 

became drowsy and fell asleep. How has my 

practice of my faith become “drowsy” or apathetic?  

 

Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day 

nor the hour. Am I ready to greet the Lord at the 

end of my earthly life? How am I preparing to meet 

him? 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

Closing Prayer: 
 

O God, you are my God whom I seek; 

 for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 

 like the earth, parched, lifeless and without 

water. 

 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 

 to see your power and your glory, 

For your kindness is a greater good than life; 

 my lips shall glorify you. 

 

Thus will I bless you while I live; 

 lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 

As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be 

satisfied, 

 and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 

 

I will remember you upon my couch, 

 and through the night-watches I will meditate on 

you: 

You are my help, 

 and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 

 

(From Psalm 63) 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 

 

Commit to a Lenten faith formation program in 

your parish or diocese so that you can learn more.  
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