
 

 
 

Lectio Divina for the Thirty-Second Week in 

Ordinary Time 
 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty and merciful God, 

graciously keep from us all adversity, 

so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, 

we may pursue in freedom of heart 

the things that are yours. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

(Collect, Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time) 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three 

times. 

Luke 20:27-38  

 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there 

is a resurrection, came forward and put this 

question to Jesus, saying, "Teacher, Moses 

wrote for us, If someone's brother dies 

leaving a wife but no child, his brother must 

take the wife and raise up descendants for 

his brother. Now there were seven brothers; 

the first married a woman but died childless. 

Then the second and the third married her, 

and likewise all the seven died childless. 

Finally the woman also died. Now at the 

resurrection whose wife will that woman be? 

For all seven had been married to her." Jesus 

said to them, "The children of this age marry 

and remarry; but those who are deemed 

worthy to attain to the coming age and to the 

resurrection of the dead neither marry nor 

are given in marriage. They can no longer 

die, for they are like angels; and they are the 

children of God because they are the ones 

who will rise. That the dead will rise even 

Moses made known in the passage about the 

bush, when he called out 'Lord, ' the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of 

the living, for to him all are alive."  

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect 

in silence on one or more of the following 

questions: 

 

• What word or words in this passage 

caught your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged 

you? 

 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a 

group, after the reflection time, invite the 

participants to share their responses. 



 

 
 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. 

Bring to the Lord the praise, petition, or 

thanksgiving that the Word inspires in you. 

 

Contemplation 

(Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is 

the Lord asking of me? 

 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there 

is a resurrection, came forward and put this 

question to Jesus. How do I deal with those 

who deny important aspects of my faith? 

How do I respond to questions about my 

faith? 

 

They are the children of God because they 

are the ones who will rise. How does my 

belief in the resurrection affect my daily 

life? How does seeing people as children of 

God change my views and behavior? 

 

He is not God of the dead, but of the living, 

for to him all are alive. What practices or 

devotions give new life to my faith? How 

does my faith unite me to love ones who 

have died? 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or 

discussion, all recite the Lord’s Prayer and 

the following:  

 

Closing Prayer: 
 

Hear, O LORD, a just suit; 

 attend to my outcry; 

 hearken to my prayer from lips  

  without deceit. 

 

My steps have been steadfast in your paths, 

 my feet have not faltered. 

I call upon you, for you will answer me,  

  O God; 

 incline your ear to me; hear my word. 

 

Keep me as the apple of your eye, 

 hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

But I in justice shall behold your face; 

 on waking I shall be content 

  in your presence. 

 

(From Psalm 17) 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in 

charity? 

 

Volunteer with your parish bereavement 

ministry or visit a Catholic cemetery. Pray 

for those who have died who have no one to 

pray for them. 
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