
 
 

Lectio Divina for the Twenty-Sixth Week 

in Ordinary Time 
 

 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

O God, who manifest your almighty power 

above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 

bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us 

and make those hastening to attain your promises 

heirs to the treasures of heaven. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

(Collect, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

Luke 16:19-31 

 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: "There was a rich man 

who dressed in purple garments and fine linen and 

dined sumptuously each day. And lying at his door 

was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 

who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps 

that fell from the rich man's table. 

Dogs even used to come and lick his sores. When 

the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to 

the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and 

was buried, and from the netherworld, where he was 

in torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far 

off and Lazarus at his side. And he cried out, 'Father 

Abraham, have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the 

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I 

am suffering torment in these flames.' Abraham 

replied, 'My child, remember that you received what 

was good during your lifetime while Lazarus 

likewise received what was bad; but now he is 

comforted here, whereas you are tormented. 

Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is 

established to prevent anyone from crossing who 

might wish to go from our side to yours or from 

your side to ours.’ He said, 'Then I beg you, father, 

send him to my father's house, for I have five 

brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too 

come to this place of torment.' But Abraham 

replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets. Let 

them listen to them.' He said, 'Oh no, father 

Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to 

them, they will repent.' Then Abraham said, 'If they 

will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be persuaded if someone should rise from 

the dead.'" 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  



 
 

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 

And lying at his door was a poor man named 

Lazarus, covered with sores, who would gladly have 

eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich 

man's table. When have I failed to recognize the 

needs of those around me? How can I be more 

attentive to those needs? 

 

Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is 

established to prevent anyone from crossing who 

might wish to go from our side to yours or from 

your side to ours. What circumstances or attitudes 

create a chasm between me and those around me? 

How can I be a person who bridges that chasm? 

 

If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be persuaded if someone should 

rise from the dead. When have I failed to listen to 

the teaching of the Church? How can I more 

effectively share the faith of the Church? 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

Closing Prayer: 
 

Blessed he who keeps faith forever, 

   secures justice for the oppressed, 

   gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets captives free. 

 

The LORD gives sight to the blind. 

   The LORD raises up those who were  

 bowed down. 

The LORD loves the just. 

   The LORD protects strangers. 

 

The fatherless and the widow he sustains, 

   but the way of the wicked he thwarts. 

The LORD shall reign forever; 

   your God, O Zion, through all generations. 

Alleluia. 

 

(From Psalm 146) 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 

 

Participate in a parish, diocesan, or community 

service project to help those in need. 
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