
 

 

 

Lectio Divina for the Fourteenth Week in 

Ordinary Time 
 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

O God, who in the abasement of your Son 

have raised up a fallen world, 

fill your faithful with holy joy, 

for on those you have rescued from slavery to sin 

you bestow eternal gladness. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

(Collect, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others 

whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town 

and place he intended to visit. He said to them, "The 

harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask 

the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 

harvest. Go on your way; behold, I am sending you 

like lambs among wolves. Carry no money bag, no 

sack, no sandals; and greet no one along the way. 

Into whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to 

this household.' If a peaceful person lives there, 

your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return 

to you. Stay in the same house and eat and drink 

what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his 

payment. Do not move about from one house to 

another. Whatever town you enter and they 

welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the 

sick in it and say to them, 'The kingdom of God is at 

hand for you.' Whatever town you enter and they do 

not receive you, go out into the streets and say, 'The 

dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that 

we shake off against you.' Yet know this: the 

kingdom of God is at hand. I tell you, it will be 

more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that 

town." 

 

The seventy-two returned rejoicing, and said, "Lord, 

even the demons are subject to us because of your 

name." Jesus said, "I have observed Satan fall like 

lightning from the sky. Behold, I have given you the 

power to 'tread upon serpents' and scorpions and 

upon the full force of the enemy and nothing will 

harm you.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the 

spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your 

names are written in heaven." 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 
• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 



 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others 

whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town 

and place he intended to visit.  

 

Where do I find Christian community? How can I 

be a herald of the Lord’s coming? 

 

The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so 

ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers 

for his harvest.  

 

How can I support those who are discerning their 

vocation? How is God calling me to help bring in 

the harvest? 

 

If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest 

on him. 

 

What parts of my life and community lack peace? 

How can I help bring God’s peace to these places? 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

 

Closing Prayer: 
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, 

sing praise to the glory of his name; 

proclaim his glorious praise. 

Say to God, "How tremendous are your deeds!" 

 

"Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, 

sing praise to your name!" 

Come and see the works of God, 

his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam. 

 

He has changed the sea into dry land; 

through the river they passed on foot; 

therefore let us rejoice in him. 

He rules by his might forever. 

 

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare 

what he has done for me. 

Blessed be God who refused me not 

my prayer or his kindness! 

(From Psalm 66) 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?  

 

Research ways to support vocation discernment in 

your diocese through prayer and action. 
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