
 
 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina for the Fourth Week of Easter 
 

 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty ever-living God,  

lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,  

so that the humble flock may reach  

where the brave Shepherd has gone before.  

Who lives and reigns in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God for ever and ever. 

 

(Collect, Fourth Sunday of Easter)\ 

 

Reading (Lectio) 

Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

John 10:11-18 

 

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. A good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired 

man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not 

his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. 

This is because he works for pay and has no concern 

for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know 

mine and mine know  

me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep. I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. 

These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, 

and there will be one flock, one shepherd. This is 

why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down on my own. I have power to lay it 

down, and power to take it up again. This command 

I have received from my Father.” 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 

After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 

 

Prayer (Oratio) 

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

 



 
 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 

Read the Scripture again, followed by this 

reflection: 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

“A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

How is Jesus calling me to offer my life in service 

to him and to his people? How can I offer support to 

those responsible for shepherding the Church? 

“I know mine and mine know me.” How do people 

know that I am the Lord’s? How can I see others 

through the eyes of God?  

“There will be one flock, one shepherd.” How do 

my words and actions unite or divide people? How 

can I help bring people into the unity to which God 

calls us? 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

Closing Prayer: 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

for his mercy endures forever. 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

than to trust in man. 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

than to trust in princes. 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

and have been my savior. 

The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. 

By the LORD has this been done; 

it is wonderful in our eyes. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; 

we bless you from the house of the LORD. 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

and have been my savior. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

for his kindness endures forever. 

 

(From Psalm 118) 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?  

 

Pray for those called to shepherd God’s people, 

especially the Pope, bishops, and pastors, and for 

those discerning vocations to the priesthood, 

consecrated life, or the diaconate.  
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