
 

 

 

Lectio Divina for the Fifth Week of Lent 

 
 

We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

By your help we beseech you, Lord our God,  

may we walk eagerly in that same charity  

with which, out of love for the world,  

your Son handed himself over to death.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God for ever and ever. 

 

(Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Lent) 

 

Reading (Lectio) 

Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

John 12:20-33 

 

Some Greeks who had come to worship at the 

Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we would 

like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; 

then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 

it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 

produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, 

and whoever hates his life in this world will 

preserve it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must 

follow me, and where I am, there also will my 

servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves 

me. 

 

“I am troubled now.  Yet what should I say? 

‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for this 

purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify 

your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 

have glorified it and will glorify it again.” The 

crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but 

others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus 

answered and said, “This voice did not come for my 

sake but for yours. Now is the time of judgment on 

this world; now the ruler of this world will be 

driven out. And when I am lifted up from the earth, 

I will draw everyone to myself.” He said this 

indicating the kind of death he would die. 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 

After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 



 
 

 
 

Prayer (Oratio) 

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 

Read the Scripture passage again, followed by this 

reflection: 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

“Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” How can I show 

Jesus to the people I meet? How does my life 

proclaim what Jesus has done for me? 

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and 

dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, 

it produces much fruit. What sinful parts of my life 

need to die? What steps can I take to allow God’s 

grace to produce fruit in me? 

Whoever serves me must follow me. Who is Jesus 

calling me to serve? How can I follow Jesus more 

closely? 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

Closing Prayer: 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 

in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my 

offense. 

Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 

and of my sin cleanse me. 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 

and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

Cast me not out from your presence, 

and your Holy Spirit take not from me. 

Give me back the joy of your salvation, 

and a willing spirit sustain in me. 

I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners shall return to you. 

 

Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15. 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 
How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 
 

This week, make a conscious effort to share your 

faith with someone by word or action: invite 

someone to Mass, share a religious book or podcast, 

volunteer to help a charity, petition a political leader 

to care for the least ones, etc. 
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